
5. 
Commonwealth's 

Attorney 
(Prosecutor) 

responds within 30 days. 
Or requests 

a 30-day 
extension

6b.
Hearing in 

Circuit court

Petiton Granted, 
Conviction 
VACATED

3) Petit ion Preparation

2) Onboarding and Intake 

Narrative

Sign paperwork online.
Meet with attorney on a 

phone call or Zoom call or 
in-person appointment

Provide demographic data 
(name, address, gender, 

occupation, etc) and 
background on criminal 

charges.  

Fingerprints

- Provide relevant facts about your charge(s), 
specifying how they are relating to your 

traff icking. 
- narrative must show that the traff icking was 

the proximate cause of your charge(s). 
- includes gathering supporting documents to 
demonstrate your being a victim of traff icking 

(case reports, newspaper articles, text 
conversations, etc.) 

- you can write this out on your own and/or 
discuss with your attorney 

- emotional/counseling support encouraged 
in this phase because of challenge in 

revisiting the trauma of your exploitation

- Get f ingerprints done by law enforcement 
on a physical print card 

- Ideally accompanied by a case worker, 
counselor, etc.  

- Ask about alternative locations (Unviersity 
campus, etc.)

- f inalize and sign off  on Narrative, witnessed 
by a Certif ied Notary Public

Submit or mail to 
attorney:

1) Notarized 
Narrative 

2) Fingerprint 
card(s) 

3) Money 
order/cashiers 

check for f iling fee
* fees vary by 

jurisdiction

Center for Global 
Justice Clinic
1000 Regent 

University Drive, RH 
307, Virginia Beach, 

VA 23464

4) Filing
Your Attorney will f ile your 

Petition(s) in the Circuit 
Court of the conviction. 
Petition is f iled UNDER 

SEAL (ie. it's confidential)

Hearing 
Waived

No Objection

Hearing
Scheduled

No objection

6a. 
Court reviews 

petition

Hearing 
Waived

Hearing 
Requested

Petition 
denied

1) Referral to 
Clinic

If  either the Prosecutor or Court request a hearing, 
you will discuss with your attorney to schedule the 

hearing date and prepare for that hearing. 

Client is referred to Clinic 
by case worker, service 

provider, or client directly 
contacts Clinic 

- Court returns 
fees paid

- Virginia State 
Police notif ied, 
remove records 
from public (this 
can take months)

- Court order can 
be used to f ile for 
Credit repair

Vacatur Caseflow

This can take anywhere from a few weeks to several months.

Objection 
or No Answer


	Vacatur Caseflow
	Page 1


